AN INTRODUCTION
(By Mrs. Sarojini Naidu)
Hyderabad Deccan,
llth May, 1940-
My dear Chamanlal,
You have something of the questing and intrepid spirit of
adventurer and explorer in your blood that sends you far afield in
search of knowledge and experience, I shall read your new book
with great interest The thesis is fascinating and flattering to our
traditional pride in the far-reaching glory of Indian culture and its
influence on the remote peoples and places of the world* The title
is arresting and carries a challenge.
The travds and researches of Indian scholars in recent years
have enlarged our actual consciousness of how rich and creative was
India's contribution in countries like Siara, Java, Sumatra, etc But
how vague and meagre is our information about the magnificent and
fundamental nature and quality of India's achievement among the
virile and vivid populations of what is now called America . . . ,
notably among the Incas and the Astecs; though, indeed, it proclaims
itself in every corner stone of old temples and from the heart of
every legend and the chronicle of every ritual and ceremony of worship
and the desire for life and living in ancient Mexico and Peru.
If your book serves to enrich and expand our, alas! lamentably
imperfect knowledge of our own cultural histoty, it will certaittly be
accounted a true national service and prove a monument to your
energy, courage and devotionu
Yours sincerely,
SAROJINI NAIDU.